
Carpinteria’s Community Cats 

Carpinteria is implementing an approach that is recognized by many agencies to help solve the 

stray/feral cat issues in our community.  The City uses the term "community cat" for any 

unowned cat.  Included under this definition are feral cats, cats that have been lost or abandoned 

(stray cats), and cats that receive food and intermittent care from one or more residents in a 

neighborhood. 

Feral cats are cats that are unsocialized and cannot be adopted 

as pets as they avoid human contact.  The City of Carpinteria 

supports the management of feral cats through a Trap-Neuter-

Release (TNR) program.  When a feral cat is brought to our 

attention, the cat will be trapped and taken to the veterinarian 

where it can be treated for parasites, spayed/neutered, 

vaccinated and “ear tipped” (a small tip of the cat’s right ear is 

surgically removed to show that the cat has already been part 

of a TNR program).  When deemed healthy, the cat is returned 

to where it was found. 

Stray cats are cats that appear to be un-owned.  They could be pet cats that are accidentally lost 

or were abandoned by their owners.  They may be owned and are roaming the neighborhood, or 

they may consider the neighborhood "home."  Stray cats - and kittens that have not been 

socialized at an early age - can become feral.  Whatever their origin, most survive where there is 

food and shelter and do well in a variety of settings, from urban to rural.  These cats are 

considered to be "community cats.”  If you see friendly cats in your yard, it is best to leave them 

alone as they may actually belong to someone in the area.  If you feed them, they will probably 

stick around and not go home.  A cat's owner is more likely to find the cat if you post flyers, talk 

to neighbors, post in the Coastal View News or on craigslist. 

Removing community cats from an area is not a good long-term solution as the void left by the 

cats removed will soon be filled by other cats - or other species such as raccoons or skunks (the 

"vacuum effect").  The most effective and humane way of dealing with community cats is 

leaving the cats where they are and having them spayed or neutered.  This approach prevents 

unwanted kittens, therefore breaking the breeding cycle, allows the cats to live out their lives in 

their own territory, and over time actually results in a reduction of the cat population.  

If you have a question regarding a feral or stray cat in your neighbourhood, call Animal Control 

at 755-4418 or visit our website for more information. 


